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FLYINGSAUCEROVER

BLACKWOOD?
"It"appearedoverBlackwoodatabout1p.m.onWednesdaylast,

Wednesdaylast,
June 22."It" wasseen mainly

by
children,

we
admit,butalso

by
sober,

sane, and
sensible citizens.

"It" drifted north andthen turned west rising

asit
went, until

it
appeared

no
larger than

a
shining golden sovereign

far

up in a cloudlessblue sky.

We
contacted

Mr.Mason,
of the

WeatherBureau.Wouldhe say
we hadspotsbeforeoureyes?
Would

he denythatit wasthere?

Mr. Masonwas
disappointing.

He
wascoldlyscientific.

He didnot
evenmention

a flyingsaucer.

Mr.Mason said:—

1. "It"wasa RadioSondeballoon

releasedfromWestBeach
aerodrome.

2. The
balloon is.about

10 ft.indiameterwhenblownup withhydro-
gen.By thetimeit

reaches 20,000

ft.itis
about

20ft.in
diameter.

3.It
rises

attherateof
about

4.
Attached

to the
balloon

is a
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smallradio
transmitter

which
sendsbacksignals

of
pressure,

tem-
perature,and humidity.

5. Theyusuallyreachbetween
60,000and70,000ft.beforethey
burst.

6. On
bursting

a smallparachute

opensto carrytheradiobackto
earthagain.We getbackaboutone
in

everyfiveor six
released.

7. The
longestknownflightinAustralia

wasa
balloonreleased

inMelbourne

and pickedup nearChristchurch

in New Zealand.

8. The longestflightfromAdelaide

wasa
balloonwhichwaspicked

up at Waggain NewSouth
Walesafterreleaseat

Parafield.

* * *
"Experience

Isa goodschool. . .
butthefeesarehigh."


